The Basics of Virtual Faith Formation
Every September, Christian educators and church leaders gather to plan programs and build a curriculum for the upcoming year of faith formation. Most of you have likely been a part of these conversations, writing Bible Studies, creating facilitator guides for Confirmation classes, planning for Sunday School, and strategizing on adult education.
In the past, these conversations typically share a format: We have this audience that expects to learn about their faith at this date and time. As church leaders, we need to create the educational content to fill that time and keep our programs moving forward.
As faith formation shifts to a virtual format for at least the remainder of 2020, we need a different approach. It’s simply not enough to lift and shift what we have used for in-person faith formation and expect it to work online. There are three factors that will prevent that from working.
First, we’re burnt out on digital meetings and virtual classrooms. With many working from the basement or attending school in the kitchen, few if any want to add one more Zoom call to our screens-laden day. Second, past faith formation programs often relied on an expert presentation, from a pastor or another church leader. Speeches and presentations can be effective in person, but few of us want to consume a lengthy video recording unless it has professional-level production quality. Finally, we don’t have any time. Many families are working from home and providing childcare and teaching their children. Even with so much canceled due to COVID-19, we’ve never felt more constraints on our time!
So how then do we as church leaders do faith formation virtually, during this pandemic and after? 
We need to think of micro-learning instead of programs. We’ll find it more effective to educate our communities with bite-sized, 3-5 minute pieces of content than with hour-long classes or discussions. 
We need to experiment with content. In the digital age, faith can be formed through podcasts, video, visuals, photos, and blogs. Church leaders should constantly seek to share educational content through varied and diverse means of presentation.
We need to provide opportunities to create. Great digital content should lead to opportunities to connect and construct. Whether that’s coming together to contribute to a worship service or gathering to complete a service project, our content should culminate in acts of creativity that help us to articulate our faith story.
Join author Ryan Panzer and the Northwest Intermountain, Milwaukee, and Alaska Synods on September 24th to learn more about how best to facilitate learning and inspire faith development in this time of virtual connection! 
