Next-level Practices for Online Worship and Community Building
Six months into doing worship online, many churches are asking what ought to come next. How do we take our worship service to the next level so that we can keep our communities involved and interested? Whether you worship using Zoom, YouTube, or Facebook, there are several approachable tactics to consider, whether you consider yourself a digital native or a virtual wanderer!
The most important innovation (also the easiest to implement) that we can add to online worship is that of community participation. It’s remarkable how many churches have come so far with technology usage. As church leaders, we’ve learned a great deal! But all of that learning has, at times, resulted in a more staff-centric, pastor-driven worship experience. It’s time to take a step back and engage our communities in the work of the people that liturgy intends to be! Most every aspect of your worship can be opened up to your community, from welcome and announcements to prayers of the people, from blessing and benediction to the preaching itself. Some churches record community members and splice their contributions into a live-streamed service. Some churches who use Zoom spend the first five minutes of the call dividing up readings and prayers amongst those assembled.
The second innovation to consider involves the production of our worship, and the technology we use to broadcast the service. Adding a second camera helps to better capture the audience’s attention. Most churches using two cameras have a “close-up” camera on the lectern/altar – used in readings and with preaching. They also use a “zoom-out” camera to record a sweeping view of the sanctuary – useful to help worshippers feel like they are situated within the sanctuary. If you’ve already added a second camera, consider using screen annotations so worshippers can participate in the service without a digital bulletin. Other enhancements to production quality can include using better microphones (or using a basic USB microphone if you haven’t done so already), higher-quality cameras (such as the Mevo streaming camera), or text-to-donate options during the offering.
When it comes to innovating on the worship service, it’s best not to try everything at once. Each month, find one way to get your community more involved, and one way to leverage technology for the sake of production quality. Test it, try it, sit with it for one month and determine if it’s the right fit for your context. With such a cadence, we can methodically innovate, learning to be a more involved and engaged church while online.
Join author Ryan Panzer and the Northwest Intermountain, Milwaukee, and Alaska Synods on November 5th for tips and tricks, as well as tactics and technologies, for advancing online worship.
