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2026 ALASKA SYNOD ASSEMBLY: Agenda and Map 

 
Friday, April  24 

 
 

4:00 PM ҭ 6:30 PM  Registration Open at Central Lutheran Church 
  
5:30 PM ҭ 6:15 PM  Dinner at Central Lutheran Church 
 
6:15 PM    Hymn Sing  
 
6:30 PM    Opening of the 2026 Alaska Synod Assembly 
 

Plenary 1 

¶ Opening Litany 
¶ Welcome from the Chair of the Assembly Team at Central 

¶ Land Acknowledgment (Pastor Zach Manzella) 
¶ Faith Story on AK Synod Guiding Principle 

o ҵNkuvgpkpi"vq"vjg"Urktkv"cpf"hqnnqykpi"LguwuҶ 

¶ Credentials Report 
¶ Adoption of the Agenda 

¶ Adoption of Special Rules of Order 
¶ AK Child and Family 

¶ Lutheran Disaster Response/LSSA 
¶ In Our Backyard 

¶ CM"U{pqfkecn"YqogpҲu"Qticpk|cvkqp 
¶ World Hunger 

¶ Glacier Bible Camp 

¶ Presentation of 2026 Spending Plan Options 
¶ Presentation of options for future Synod Assemblies  

 
8:00 PM   Compline 
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Saturday, April 25 
 
 
8:15 AM   Registration and Continental Breakfast at Central 
 
8:45 AM   Hymn Sing 
 
8:55 AM   Opening Litany 
 
9:00 AM   Faith Story on AK Synod Guiding Principle 
           ҵEgngdtcvkpi"qwt"fkxgtukv{"vjtqwij"hwnn"rctvkekrcvkqp, 

decision-making, cpf"ngcfgtujkrҶ 
 
9:05 AM   Bible Study using the First Nations Version Bible 

(Psalms and Proverbs) 
Shannon Klescewski and Deborah Nyquist 

 

10:05 AM   Plenary 2 

¶ Faith Story on AK Synod Guiding Principle 
o ҵNkxkpi"qwv"cpf"ujctkpi"vjg"nqxg"qh"Lguwu"yjgtgxgt" 
yg"ctgҶ 

¶ Credentials Report 

¶ Presentation of Nominees and Voting 
¶ Churchwide Report 

 
-- Break -- 

 

11:05 AM   Plenary 2 (continued) 
¶ Election Report 
¶ Faith Story on AK Guiding Principle 

o ҵVcmkpi"tkumu"cpf"dgkpi"qrgp"vq"yqtmkpi"kp"pgy"
ways hqt"vjg"ucmg"qh"vjg"iqurgnҶ 

 
11:20 AM   Keynote: Rev. Khader El-Yateem 

Executive Director of Service and Justice, ELCA 
 
12:30 PM    Clusters gather for lunch 
 

2:00 PM   Plenary 3 
¶ Faith Story on AK Synod Guiding Principle 

o ҵGpicikpi"gcej"qvjgt"ykvj"jwoknkv{."jqpguv{. 
respect, eqwtcig."cpf"itcegҶ 

¶ DkujqrҲu"Tgrqtv 
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Saturday, April 25 (continued)  
 

2:25 PM   Workshops (choose one) 
¶ Rev. Khader El-Yateem: Gaza and the West Bank:  

A Struggle for Survival Amid Genocide 

¶ Rev. Tari Stage-Harvey: Expanding the Table 
¶ Rev. Christina Mautel: Chaplains in the Military 

¶ Rev. Sandy VanZyl and Tara Orley: Why Do We Need a 
Nurse on Our Church Team? 

¶ Alan Budahl and Deacon Linda Bender: LSSA Tour 
and Service Project 

¶ Julie Greene-Graham: Tour of In Our Backyard 
 
3:30 PM   Plenary 4 

¶ Prayer and Song 
¶ Faith Story on AK Synod Guiding Principle 

o ҵUjctkpi"qwt"tguqwtegu"vjtqwijqwv"vjg"CM"U{pqf"uq 
vjcv"okpkuvtkgu"vjtkxgҶ 

¶ Dtkgh"Tgxkgy"qh"Gtke"NcyҲu"ҵTGURGEVhwn"Eqoowpkecvkqn 
IwkfgnkpguҶ 

¶ Discussion and Vote on 2007 Spending Plan  

¶ Discussion of Synod Assembly Options 
¶ Resolutions 

¶ Celebration of Anniversaries 
¶ Faith Story on AK Synod Guiding Principle 

o ҵYqtmkpi"hqt"lwuvkeg"cpf"ugtxkpi"IqfҲu"etgcvkqp"
across vjg"CM"U{pqf"cpf"dg{qpfҶ 

¶ Choir Rehearsal (for those interested) 
 
5:30 PM   Dinner at Central Lutheran Church 
 
6:45 PM   Evening Prayer 
 

 
 
 

Sunday, April 26 
 

8:45 AM   Continental Breakfast at Central Lutheran Church 
 
9:30 AM    Worship at Central Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 

(Synod Council Meeting at Central following worship) 
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2026 ALASKA SYNOD ASSEMBLY: Meeting Guidelines  

 
Common sense goes a long way toward making business sessions work well. If there is 
uqogvjkpi"{qw"fqpҲv"wpfgtuvcpf"qt"kh"{qw"fqpҲv"wpfgtuvcpf"yjcv"ku"dghqtg"vjg"dqf{."cum"vjg"
chair to clarify.  

 
1. When addressing the chair, first state your name and the congregation you are representing. 
Cfftguu"vjg"ejckt"cu"ҵOt0"EjcktocpҶ"qt"ҵOcfco"Ejckt0Ҷ 

 
2. Ocmkpi"c"oqvkqp<"ҵK"oqxg"ҿҶ 

a. Must be in writing ҭ one copy to the chair and one to the secretary. 
b. Keep the issue clear. 
c. Avoid having several ideas in one motion. 
d. If a motion with more than one part is before the body, you can move to have the 

motion in question divided so votes will be taken on each part. This is done so you 
fqpҲv"rcuu"gxgt{vjkpi"dgecwug"{qw"citgg"ykvj"qpg"rctv"qt"fghgcv"cnn"qh"kv"dgecwug"{qw"
fqpҲv agree with one part. 
 

3. Cogpfogpvu"vq"oqvkqpu<"ҵK"oqxg"vq"cogpf"vjg"oqvkqp"vq"ҿҶ 
a. All discussions will focus on the amendment.  
b. If it passes, then the whole motion as amended will be before you for discussion.  
c. If it fails, the original motion along with any previously passed amendments will be 

before you. 
 

4. The maker of the motion always has the right to speak first after the motion is seconded. 
The maker of the motion is also allowed to speak at the end of the discussion to clarify and 
answer questions. 

 
5. In speaking to a motion, state first if you are speaking for or against the motion.  

 
6. ҵRqkpv"qh"QtfgtҶ<"Vjku"iqgu"cjgcf"qh"hwtvjgt"urgcmkpi"qp"vjg"oqvkqp0"Vjg"rctnkcogpvctkcp"

gives advice to the chair and the assembly, but the chair makes the final decision. If the 
assembly disagrees with the ruling, it can act to make its will known.  

 
7. Vq"nkokv"fgdcvg<"ҵK"ecnn"hqt"vjg"rtgxkqwu"swguvkqp0Ҷ 

a. It takes a vote of 2/3 to pass.  
b. Fq"pqv"uc{"ҵSwguvkqpҶ"vq"yjkej"vjg"ejckt"yqwnf"tgurqpf"ҵYjcv"ku"{qwt"swguvkqpAҶ 

 
8. Tqng"qh"vjg"Dkujqr"cv"U{pqf"Cuugodn{<"ҹU:0340Cu"vjku"u{pqf)u"rcuvqt."vjg"dkujqr"ujcnn"dg"cp"

ordained minister of Word and Sacrament who shall: i.2) Preside at all meetings of the 
Synod Assembly and provide for the preparation of the agenda for the Synod Assembly, 
U{pqf"Eqwpekn."cpf"vjg"eqwpeknҲu"Gzgewvkxg"Eqookvvgg 
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9. Role of the Parliamentarian: The Parliamentarian is a consultant, commonly a professional, 
who advises the president and other officers, committees, and members on matters of 
parliamentary procedure. The parliamentarian's role during a meeting is purely an advisory 
and consultative one ҭ since parliamentary law gives to the chair alone the power to rule on 
questions of order or to answer parliamentary inquiries.  

 
10. To address the assembly: 
¶ Go to one of the microphones. 

¶ Identify yourself by name, congregation you represent, city Address the chair. 

¶ Carry your red (against) or green (for) card if speaking on an issue. 
¶ Clarify questions on what is before the assembly or points of order are appropriate at 

any time. 
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Urgekcn"Twngu"qh"Qtfgt"hqt"vjg"Cncumc"U{pqf"Cuugodn{" 
 
 

Oqvkqpu"kp"Ytkvkpi 
Cnn"uwduvcpvkxg"oqvkqpu."kpenwfkpi"tgxkukqpu"vq"vjg"urgpfkpi"rncp."owuv"dg"rtgugpvgf"kp"ytkvkpi"
vq"vjg"ugetgvct{"cpf"c"eqr{"rtqxkfgf"vq"vjg"Ejckt"dghqtg"cp{"fkuewuukqp"vcmgu"rnceg0 
 
Urgcmkpi"vq"c"Oqvkqp 
C"rgtuqp"yjq"rtgugpvu"c"oqvkqp"vq"vjg"cuugodn{"ujcnn"jcxg"vjg"rtkxkngig"qh"cfftguukpi"vjg"
cuugodn{"hqt"vyq"*4+"okpwvgu"kp"uwrrqtv"qh"vjg"oqvkqp"chvgt"vjg"oqvkqp"jcu"dggp"ugeqpfgf0"
Qvjgt"rgtuqpu"oc{"urgcm"hqt"qt"cickpuv"vjg"oqvkqp"hqt"vyq"*4+"okpwvgu0"Pq"rgtuqp"ujcnn"dg"
cnnqygf"vq"cfftguu"vjg"oqvkqp"c"ugeqpf"vkog"wpvkn"cnn"yjq"ykuj"vq"urgcm"jcxg"jcf"vjg"
qrrqtvwpkv{"vq"fq"uq0"Cv"vjg"gpf"qh"vjg"rgtkqf"qh"fgdcvg."vjg"rgtuqp"yjq"ocfg"vjg"oqvkqp"yknn"dg"
ikxg"vyq"*4+"okpwvgu"vq"cpuygt"swguvkqpu"qt"enctkh{"kuuwgu"tckugf"d{"vjg"fgdcvg0 
 
Nkokv"qp"Fgdcvg 
Fgdcvg"qp"cp{"oqvkqp"qt"tguqnwvkqp"ujcnn"dg"nkokvgf"vq"52"okpwvgu"wpnguu"vjg"Ejckt"gzvgpfu"vjg"
vkog0 
 
Oqxkpi"vjg"Rtgxkqwu"Swguvkqp 
C"ogodgt"yjq"jcu"urqmgp"qp"vjg"rgpfkpi"swguvkqp"oc{"pqv"oqxg"vjg"rtgxkqwu"swguvkqp0 
C"oqvkqp"vq"gpf"fgdcvg"d{"oqxkpi"vjg"rtgxkqwu"swguvkqp"ujcnn"crrn{"qpn{"vq"vjg"koogfkcvgn{"
rtgegfkpi"oqvkqp0"C"oqvkqp"vq"gpf"fgdcvg"qp"cnn"ocvvgtu"qp"vjg"Ὅqqt"qt"oqtg"vjcp"vjg"
koogfkcvgn{"rgpfkpi"swguvkqp"ku"pqv"kp"qtfgt0 
 
Uwduvkvwvg"Oqvkqpu 
Yjgp"c"uwduvkvwvg"oqvkqp"ku"ocfg."ugeqpfct{"cogpfogpvu"oc{"dg"qhhgtgf"Ὄtuv"vq"vjg"qtkikpcn"
oqvkqp0"Chvgt"cnn"ugeqpfct{"cogpfogpvu"vq"vjg"qtkikpcn"oqvkqp"jcxg"dggp"fkurqugf"qh."
ugeqpfct{"cogpfogpvu"vq"vjg"uwduvkvwvg"oqvkqp"oc{"dg"qhhgtgf0" 
Yjgp"cnn"cogpfogpvu"vq"vjg"uwduvkvwvg"oqvkqp"jcxg"dggp"fkurqugf"qh."vjg"xqvg"ujcnn"dg"vcmgp"
qp"yjgvjgt"vjg"uwduvkvwvg"oqvkqp"ku"vq"dg"uwduvkvwvgf"cu"vjg"qtkikpcn"oqvkqp"qt"dg"tglgevgf0 
 
Oqfkh{kpi"vjg"Cigpfc 
Vjg"Ejckt"ujcnn"jcxg"vjg"cwvjqtkv{"vq"oqfkh{"vjg"qtfgt"qh"kvgou"qp"vjg"cigpfc"hqt"cp{"tgiwnct"qt"
urgekcn"oggvkpi"yjgp."kp"vjgkt"lwfiogpv."uwej"oqfkὌecvkqp"yknn"hceknkvcvg"vjg"gὐekgpv"eqpfwev"qh"
dwukpguu0"Vjg"Ejckt"oc{"cnuq"cff"qt"tgoqxg"kvgou0 
 
Itcpvkpi"Xqkeg"vq"Rgtuqpu"Yjq"Ctg"Pqv"Xqvkpi"Ogodgtu 
Vjg"hqnnqykpi"rgtuqpu"ctg"itcpvgf"ҵxqkegҶ"*vjg"tkijv"vq"urgcm+"cv"vjg"u{pqf"cuugodn{<"*3+"Qp/
ngcxg/htqo/ecnn"tquvgtgf"ngcfgtu"qp"vjg"tquvgt"qh"vjg"Cncumc"U{pqf."*4+"Qὐekcn"tgrtgugpvcvkxgu"qh"
vjg"Gxcpignkecn"Nwvjgtcp"Ejwtej"kp"Cogtkec"cpf"Rqtvkeq0 
Vjg"Ejckt"ku"cnuq"gorqygtgf"vq"itcpv"xqkeg"vq"cp{"kpfkxkfwcn"rtgugpv"cv"vjg"Cncumc"U{pqf"
Cuugodn{"vq"urgcm"qp"c"ocvvgt"wpfgt"fkuewuukqp"qt"hqt"c"rqkpv"qh"rgtuqpcn"rtkxkngig0 
 
Vkog"nkokv"qp"urgcmkpi 
Gcej"xqvkpi"ogodgt"*qt"qvjgt"rgtuqp"rgtokvvgf"vq"urgcm"d{"vjg"Ejckt+"ku"cnnqvvgf"vyq"okpwvgu"vq"
urgcm0"Vjku"nkokv"oc{"dg"gzvgpfgf"cv"vjg"fkuetgvkqp"qh"vjg"Ejckt0 
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Parliamentary Procedure at a Glance 
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2026 ALASKA SYNOD ASSEMBLY: 2025 Alaska Synod Assembly Minutes  
 

Joy Lutheran Church 
Eagle River, AK 

April 25 ҭ 27, 2025 
 
Welcome to the 2025 Alaska Synod Assembly and Opening LitanyҮBishop Timothy Oslovich 
 
SA.25.04.01  Vjg"4247"Cuugodn{"qh"vjg"Cncumc"U{pqf"qh"vjg"GNEC"ykvj"vjg"vjgog"ҵIq"Qwv"kp"
Joy; Be Led Forth in RgcegҶ"hqewugu on the assurance that God goes with us into the world, 
enabling us to serve joyfully and work with God for peace. It is declared in session at 6:39pm by 
Bishop Timothy Oslovich.  
 
Official greeting from the host congregation: by Scooter Bentson chair of the Joy Lutheran Host 
Committee.   
 
Land acknowledgement by Scooter Bentson, Joy Lutheran Church, Eagle River: We gather on the 
ancestral land of the Dena'ina people who have cared for the land since time immemorial.  
 
Other synods in assembly on this same weekend were remembered at this time.   
 
Kaitlyn Odman, the President of Alaska Native Lutheran Church, and Christi Foist, the Council 
Ugetgvct{"qh"Cncumc"Pcvkxg"Nwvjgtcp"Ejwtej."yknn"tghngev"qp"vjg"iwkfkpi"rtkpekrng."ҵYjgp"yg"ctg"
at our best, you will find us listening to the Spirit and Followini"Lguwu0Ҷ 
  
Credentials Report (Jan Dodds): 

22 pastors, deacons 
50 lay voting members 
4 retired 
19 registered guests  
76 total voting members.   
95 total people 

 
Introduction s 
Introduction of Vice President Leslie Swenson, Parliamentarian Zach Manzella, Synod Council 
members, Synod Office Manager, Chris Aquino, and churchwide partners, Rev. Tim Brown and 
Andrea Arey. 
 
Vice President Leslie Swenson shared the following: 

At this assembly we will elect members of synod council, synod committees and partner 
boards. If you wish to nominate an additional person to the list of nominees, complete a 
pqokpcvkqp"hqto"hqwpf"cv"vjg"qhhkegtҲu"vcdng"cpf"tgegkxg"citggogpv"htqo"vjg"rgtuqn to 
serve before nominating. Please return the nomination form to Marilyn Rosene by 8:30 
co"Ucvwtfc{"vq"vjg"qhhkegtҲu"vcdng0"Yg"yknn"jcxg"qwt"hktuv"dcnnqv"Ucvwtfc{"cv"32<22"co0 
     
All resolutions were to be sent to the synod office by April 10. If you have a resolution 
that addresses an urgent matter that has emerged since April 10, please give that to the 
secretary, Rev. Amanda Van Vliet-Snyder by 8:30 am Saturday morning. It will be 
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reviewed by the Reference and Counsel Committee to determine if it will be put forward 
to the assembly or directed to the Synod Council. 
Voting Members of the 2025 Synod Assembly are those who have been elected by their 
congregations and whose credentials have been presented to the Synod in advance. 
Voting members must have registered in the narthex to be eligible to vote. 

 
SA.25.04.02  Approve Assembly Agenda, giving the chair the right to adjust as necessary to 
accomplish the work needing to be done - Motion. Second. Passed.  
 
Parliamentarian Zach Manzella presented the proposed Special Rules of Order. 
 
SA.25.04.03  Adoption of the amended standing rules as presented. - Motion. Second. Passed.   
 
SA 25.04.04 Approve the 2024 Synod Assembly Minutes. Motion. Second. Passed.   
 
SA 25.04.05 Approve the council to approve the 2025 Synod Assembly Minutes at October 
2025 meeting. Motion. Second. Passed.   
 
Secretary Rev. Amanda Van Vliet-Snyder offered the following reminders:  

¶ If there is anyone with specific dietary needsҮplease check with the kitchen crew. 
¶ The offering received during this eveningҲs worship service has been designated for the 

Alaska Synod PastorsҲ Care Fund. (Please make your checks out to AK Synod, ELCA) 

¶ Additional announcements and greetings will be made throughout the Assembly as 
needed.  If you have an announcement, please give it to an officer at the front table. 

  
Ministry Partners  
¶ Kelli Williams, the Director of Spiritual Life for AK Child & Family brought a greeting and 

update from the ministry.  

¶ Alan Budahl, the executive director of Lutheran Social Services of Alaska and our synod 
Lutheran Disaster Response coordinator brought an update. 

¶ Together Emphasizing AlaskaҲs Mission is a grant program of this synod, funded by 
donations from individuals and congregations.  These grants help a congregation or 
ministry partner launch a new effort that is beyond their spending plan  

¶ Julie Graham gave an update on In Our Backyard, a program that was supported by a 
TEAM grant in 2024. 

¶ Kathy Freeman brought a greeting from the Alaska Synodical WomenҲs Organization 
  
Introduction of the Treasurer  
Jan Dodds introduced the 2026 Spending Plan that we will vote on tomorrow afternoon.  
          

The Alaska Synod has some decisions to make about how we move forward in ministry, 
given the financial constraints we face. Instead of proposing one spending plan which 
the assembly could vote to approve, reject, or modify, the Synod Council decided to 
present three options to the Assembly. An hour is scheduled tomorrow to discuss the 
ministry of the Alaska Synod and discern which spending plan will help the Alaska Synod 
engage in the ministry that God is calling the synod to do. 
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Guiding Principle  
Rev.  Susan Halvor, Manager of the Spiritual Care Department at Providence, introduced the 
Cncumc"U{pqf"iwkfkpi"rtkpekrng."ҵYjgp"yg"ctg"cv"qwt"dguv."{qw"yknn"hkpf"wu"gswkrrkpi"cpf"
uwrrqtvkpi"tguknkgpv."etgcvkxg"nc{"cpf"qtfckpgf"ngcfgtu0Ҷ 
 
Susan Halvor was acknowledged for her 25th year of Ordination and ministry in the Alaska 
Synod. 
 
Recessed for the evening. 7:57pm 
 

Day Two 
 
Call to order on the second day of the 2025 Alaska Synod Assembly. 9:05am 
 
Stefani Kramer, a Council member at Christ Lutheran Church in Fairbanks, shared a Faith Story 
qp"vjg"CM"U{pqf"Iwkfkpi"Rtkpekrng."ҵYjgp"yg"ctg"cv"qwt"dguv."{qw"yknn"hkpf"wu"Egngdtcvkpi"qwt"
diversity through full participation, decision -making, and leadershir0Ҷ 
  
Shannon Klescewski and Deb Nyquist lead a Bible Study using the First Nations Version Bible. A 
multicultural grant from the ELCA allows every congregation and SAWC in the AK Synod to be 
given a First Nations Version of the New Testament. Shannon and Deb are both studying in the 
GNECҲu"Vjgqnqikecn"Gfwecvkqp"hqt"Kpfkigpqwu"Ngcfgtu"rtqitco0" 
                           
Credentials Report (Rev. Deb Gerlerter for Jan Dodds): 

22 pastors, deacons 
52 lay voting members 
6 retired 
19 registered guests  
80 total voting members.   
99 total people 
 

Elections 
There are no new nominations and there are no contested elections. 
 
SA.25.04.06  Motion to declare all persons nominated to positions in which there was only one 
person elected to those positions. Motion, Seconded, Passed 

 
Rev. Tim Brown gave the Churchwide Report and shared a video from Presiding Bishop Eaton. 
 
Portico representative Andrea Arey was introduced and a video was shared about Portico. 
 
Rev. Tari Stage-Harvey gave thanks for the ELCA domestic hunger grant to work a Salvation 
Army food truck.  
 
Rev. Tim Bernard shared a Faith Story on the AK Guiding Principle: You will find us at our best 
yjgp"yg"ctg"ҵVcmkpi"tkumu"cpf"dgkpi"qrgp"vq"yqtmkpi"kp"pgy"yc{u"hqt"vjg"ucmg"qh"vjg"iqurgn0Ҷ" 
  
Rev. Tim Brown, the Director of Congregational Stewardship Support, ELCA, gave the keynote 
address. 
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Rev. Sean Avery gave instructions for lunch and for cluster meetings during lunch.  
 
Rev. Roger Raddatz, who serves as the pastor of River of Life Lutheran Church in Chugiak, 
offered the prayer for lunch.  
  
Tara Orley, a registered nurse and a member of Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, shared a Faith 
Uvqt{"qp"vjg"CM"U{pqf"Iwkfkpi"Rtkpekrng"ҵYjgp"yg"ctg"cv"qwt"dguv."{qw"yknn"hkpf"wu"gpicikpi"
gcej"qvjgt"ykvj"jwoknkv{."jqpguv{."tgurgev."eqwtcig."cpf"itceg0Ҷ" 
                         
Synod assembly guest Karen Lawfer guest asked for and was given 2 minutes to give her 
rgtuqpcn"eqoogpvu"cdqwv"vjg"eqpvgpv"qh"vjg"DkujqrҲu"tgrqtv"tgictfkpi"Tguwttgevkqp"Nwvjgtcp"
Church, Juneau. 
 
DkujqrҲu"Tgrqtv 
Vjg"dkujqr"jkijnkijvgf"rqtvkqpu"qh"vjg"DkujqrҲu"Tgrqtv"cpf"gpeqwtcigf"vjg"cuugodn{"vq"ugg"vjg"
written report included in the packet. He expressed thankfulness for being able to return to 
Alaska to serve the Alaska Synod and shared the joy of being able to visit Shishmaref over 
Thanksgiving. 
 
We will now have some time for workshops. You had the opportunity to sign up for workshops 
last night and this morning. Workshops were offered by Rev. Tim Brown, Rev. Ken Severa, Rev. 
Ollie Bergh, and Bishop Tim Oslovich. 
 
Tgx0"Cppc"Ukneq"ujctgf"c"Hckvj"Uvqt{"qp"CM"U{pqf"Iwkfkpi"Rtkpekrng."ҵYjgp"yg"ctg"cv"qwt"dguv."
{qw"yknn"hkpf"wu"ujctkpi"qwt"tguqwtegu"vjtqwijqwv"vjg"CM"U{pqf"uq"vjcv"okpkuvtkgu"vjtkxg0Ҷ" 
  
Rev. Lisa Smith Fiegel was recognized for her ministry as Director of Evangelical Mission and 
thanked for her service.  
 
Discussion of Spending Plan Options  
The assembly was directed to split into groups of 5 or 6 to discuss the following questions:  

¶ Question 1:  What are some things that you think are going well in the ministry of the 
Alaska Synod? 

¶ Question 2: What challenges do you see for the ministry of the Alaska Synod? 

¶ Question 3: What are some things we can do with our spending plan for the Alaska 
Synod to continue to do what we are doing well and address the challenges we face? 

  
Members of the assembly were given time to share their answers to the above questions . 
 
SA.25.04.07  A motion to adopt a spending plan C on the floor. Seconded. After discussion, 
motion passed.  
 
Discussion regarding the adoption of spending plan C took place. Concerns and questions were 
brought before the assembly to be discussed.  
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Celebration of Anniversaries  
 
Memorials  
SA.25.04.08 Memorial 2025-1 Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women MMIW Motion. 
Seconded. Adopted and will be passed to the 2025 Churchwide Assembly. 
 
There was discussion among the assembly in support of the memorial.  
 
SA.25.04.09  Memorial 2025- 2 National Day of Remembrance for Indian Boarding School (see 
written memorial) Motion. Seconded. Adopted and will be passed to the 2025 Churchwide 
Assembly. 
 
Resolutions 
SA.25.04.10  Resolution 2025-1 Gratitude for Joy Lutheran Church (see written resolution). 
Motion. Seconded. Passed 
SA.25.04.11  Resolution 2025-2 Confer the Title of Bishop Emerita upon the Rev. Shelley 
Wickstrom Motion. Seconded. Passed 
 
\cej"Ocp|gnnc"ujctgf"c"tghngevkqp"qp"vjg"CM"U{pqf"Iwkfkpi"Rtkpekrng."ҵYjgp"yg"ctg"cv"qwt"dguv."
{qw"yknn"hkpf"wu"yqtmkpi"hqt"lwuvkeg"cpf"ugtxkpi"IqfҲu"etgcvkqp"cetquu"vjg"CM"U{pqf"cpf"
dg{qpf0Ҷ 
 
Recessed for the evening. 5:53pm  
 
 

Day Three 
 
SA.25.04.11  Synod Assembly adjourned on April 27th at 10:50am, following the Sunday 
morning worship.  
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2026 ALASKA SYNOD ASSEMBLY: Workshops 

 
Saturday, April 25 

 
Gaza and the West Bank: A Struggle for Survival Amid Genocide 

Rev. Khader El-Yateem 
 

This is an urgent and devastating reality faced by Palestinians today. This is no longer merely a 
political war over land or sovereignty; it is a crisis of existence. Entire communities are being 
uprooted, homes destroyed, and civilians, many of them children, are facing daily aggression, 
displacement, and deprivation. The question is no longer when peace will come, but whether the 
people of Gaza and the West Bank will survive long enough to see it. This presentation aims to 
shed light on the lived experiences of Palestinians under siege, the international silence 
surrounding their suffering, and the resilience they continue to show in the face of what many 
are calling a slow, unfolding genocide. Also, the presentation will address the impact of the 
whole region in the Middle East. How are the indigenous people of the land surviving these 
colonial powers and their struggle for independence?  
 
Dialogue of Peace  
The workshop will focus on answering the questions from the keynote and engaging in a deep 
conversation among the participants about the reality of the situation. What we hear in the news 
and what is really happening on the grounds. 
 
 

Expanding the Table 
Rev. Tari Stage-Harvey 

 
We will explore ways to engage hunger as an extension of worship. There will be hands on 
resources that can be easily incorporated into the life of any congregation.  
 
 

Chaplains in the Military  
Rev. Christina Mautel 

 
Drawing from her 11 years of pastoral experience as a parish pastor in Alaska and active-duty 
Navy chaplain, LT Christina Mauntel will present about how military chaplains provide religious 
ministry, spiritual care, and ethical guidance to Sailors, Marines, Coast Guardsmen, Merchant 
Marines, and their families around the world. Guided by the core principles to provide, facilitate, 
care, and advise, Chaplain Mauntel will discuss how ELCA chaplains support service members 
of their own faith traditions while e nsuring the free exercise of religion for all. Rooted in 
pluralism and protected by the First Amendment, Chaplain Mauntel will discuss how naval 
chaplains live out this unique calling of God as trusted confidants, spiritual leaders, and 
advisors within the  unique and demanding context of military life.  
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Why Do We Need a Nurse on Our Church Team? 
Rev. Sandy VanZyl and Tara Orley 

 
It is hard not to feel overwhelmed by all the needs we see in our congregations. The call to 
preach, teach and heal is extended to all and the list of ways to participate is endless. The goal 
of a faith community nurse is to provide support to the ministry  team in 
making our congregations a place of healing for mind, body and spirit, to continue the tradition 
qh"LguwuҲ"jgcnkpi"okpkuvt{0"Lqkp"wu"cu"yg"gzrnqtg< 
Why should a church have a faith community nurse and health ministry, what exactly is it? 
What are some activities a health ministry team might present?  
How do we even get started? 
 
 

LSSA Tour and Service Project 
Alan Budahl and Deacon Linda Bender 

 
Join Alan Budahl, executive director of Lutheran Social Services (LSSA), and Deacon Linda 
Bender, LSSA Golden Connections director, for a tour of the food pantry. Learn about this 
ministry and participate in a service project. Workshop participants will pa ck spring-themed gift 
bags for seniors for a program called "Santa for Seniors." These gift bags are given three times 
a year to seniors who receive food boxes. 
 
 

Tour of In Our Backyard 
Julie Graham 

 
In Our Backyard is a 501(c)(3) public charity nonprofit founded by members of Central Lutheran 
Ejwtej"kp"Cpejqtcig."Cncumc0"Cu"c"eqoowpkv{."yg"ctg"ecnngf"vq"ujctg"IqfҲu"nqxg"ykvj"cnn0"Yg"
dgnkgxg"kp"nkxkpi"qwv"IqfҲu"cdwpfcpv"itceg"cpf"nqxg"vjtqwij"yqtujkr."learning, fellowship and 
service. 
 
In Our Backyard is an opportunity to be proactive in addressing the needs of our unhoused 
neighbors. With support from multiple faith -based organizations, community groups, nonprofits, 
and local agencies, this project will serve as a model for other organizations to support 
unhoused community members in their own neighborhoods.  
 
Together, we are working to: 

¶ Build modular structures  
¶ Create site infrastructure  

¶ Create services infrastructure 
¶ Engage a community volunteer network 

¶ Transition people to permanent housing  
¶ Provide a replicable small-scale shelter model for other Anchorage groups 
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2026 ALASKA SYNOD ASSEMBLY: Presenters 
 

Deacon Linda Bender 
Linda Bender, ordained as an ELCA deacon in 2024, serves as program coordinator of 
Golden Connections.   
 
The service combats the growing epidemic of senior isolation through innovative community 
programming. From 152 seniors pre-COVID to over 625 currently served, our program 
demonstrates the critical need for social connection in maintaining cognitive health and quality  
of life.  
 
 
Alan Budahl 
Alan is the Executive Director of Lutheran Social Services of Alaska.  The non-profit social 
service agency provides aid to low-income individuals and families throughout Alaska. Located 
in midtown Anchorage, their offices and food pantries serve hundreds  of clients every week.  
 
Many of our clients live in desperate conditions: some have to make choices between heating 
their homes or paying for life -sustaining medications, many do not have the funds to purchase 
enough food, some have no roof over their head, and others suffer from substance abuse, 
medical issues, or mental health issues. 
 
 
Rev. Khader El-Yateem 
Rev. Khader Naim El-Yateem serves as the Executive Director for Service and Justice for the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), a position he has held since March 2024. 
Under his leadership, the Service and Justice unit fosters community engagement and 
advocates for justice. Its work includes partnering in global mission and accompaniment, 
collaborating with  domestic networks and synods on local service initiatives, and providing 
essential guidance to members on matters of social justice.  
 
Born in Bethlehem in 1968, Rev. Khader El-Yateem is a distinguished Arab-American faith  
leader and community organizer who emigrated to the United States in 1992. He holds a Master 
qh"Fkxkpkv{"htqo"vjg"Nwvjgtcp"Vjgqnqikecn"Ugokpct{"kp"Rjkncfgnrjkc"cpf"c"dcejgnqtҲu"fgitgg 
from the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo, Egypt. As a former candidate for New York 
Ekv{"EqwpeknҲu"65tf"Fkuvtkev."Tgx0"Gn-Yateem has dedicated his career to service, justice, and 
community building.  
 
As the founder of Salam Arabic Lutheran Church, he focused on empowering immigrant 
families  by connecting them to vital resources and social services. His commitment to public 
health was further demonstrated during his seven-year tenure in Patient Relations at 
Maimonides Medical  Center, where he served as a crucial liaison, helping families navigate 
complex healthcare systems and access culturally sensitive care.  
 
Rev. El-[cvggoҲu"gzvgpukxg"ekxke"gpicigogpv"kpenwfgu"ugtxkeg"qp"Eqoowpkv{"Dqctf"32"cpf"vjg 
boards of the Arab American Association of New York, St. Nicholas Home, and Lutheran 
Augustana Home. As a Clergy Liaison for the NYPD, he worked to foster productive, 
collaborative relationships between local precincts and the community.  
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A champion of interfaith dialogue and unity, Rev. El-Yateem co-founded the Bay Ridge Unity 
Task Force following the events of 9/11 to promote cooperation among Christians, Jews, and  
Muslims. He is a skilled mediator known for tackling pressing local issues such as youth  
addiction to drugs.  
 
Rev. El-Yateem resides in Florida with his wife, Grace, and together they have four children: 
Rowan, Janette, Naim, and Isabelle. 
 
 
Julie Greene-Graham 
Julie is the Chair of the nonprofit In Our Backyard.   
 
She has lived in Alaska for over 40 years, after arriving right out of college with her fiance who 
was born and raised in Anchorage. She was a teacher for 34 years while raising four daughters 
through many outdoor adventures.  Ujg"pqy"jcu"c"vkvng"qh"ҵOgocҶ"vq"fgnkijvhwn"itcpf"dcdkgu0 
 
 
Shannon Klescewski 
Shannon Klescewski , originally from Teller, Alaska, is a Clinical Associate with Behavioral 
Health Services at Norton Sound Health Corporation. Both her grandfathers were Kawerakmuit, 
and both grandmothers were Kingikmiut. Her father is Anderw Topkok and mother is Elizabeth 
Kugzruk.  
 
She began her career as a Recovery Coach for the Day Shelter in Nome, where she developed a 
deep passion for advocating for the people who experience houseless in the Norton Sound 
region. This advocacy fuels her work in the field of Behavioral Health. Shannon works closely 
with clients dealing with Substance Use Disorders (SUD) and facilitates SUD groups. She 
integrates cultural practices such as native dancing, carving, sewing, and spending time on the 
land into her work with clients.  
 
Shannon's personal mission is to help the people of the Norton Sound region heal from 
historical and generational trauma, promoting wellness through cultural values, traditions, and 
activities. As a facilitator of the Alaska Blanket Exercise, she collaborates with other 
organizations to promote mental health, well -being, and safety.  
 
Outside of her professional role, Shannon is a dedicated wife, mother, daughter, sister, aunt, and 
friend. She enjoys fishing, gathering from the land, Inupiaq dancing with her family, and sewing 
during the winter months.  
 
 
Rev. Christina Mautel 
LT Christina Mauntel, a native of Indiana, graduated Indiana State University with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Political  Science and History in 2005. Additionally, she holds Masters of Arts from Ball 
State University in Political Science (2007) and a Master of Divinity from Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary (2014). 
 
While in seminary, she commissioned as an Ensign in the Navy Chaplain Candidate Program in 
2011.She also completed one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education at Kapiolani Women and 
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EjknftgpҲu"Jqurkvcn"kp"42330"Rtkqt"vq assessing to active duty, she served as lead minster at 
Epiphany Lutheran Episcopal Church in Valdez, AK from 2014-2017. 
 
In December 2017, LTJG Mauntel reported to her first active-duty assignment at  Naval Support 
Activity Bahrain in Manama, Bahrain where she served as the Division Officer. 
 
Ujg"ycu"vjgp"fgvckngf"vq"Ecttkgt"Ckt"Ykpi"Ugxgp"ҵVjg"Htggfqo"HkijvgtuҶ"cv"Pcxcn"Ckt"Uvcvkqp"
Oceana, Virginia Beach, VA. While with CVW-7, she was forward deployed on the USS Abraham 
Lincoln in support of Operation Enduring Freedom from June 2019-January 2020. She served 
with CAG-7 from 2019-2021. 
 
LT Mauntel was then assigned to Marine Aircraft Group 11, Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, 
CA, where she served as the Deputy Group Chaplain. While at MAG-11, she responded with 
Rapid Deployment Force in Romania in support of NATO with VMFA-323 and served as Forward 
Group Chaplain in support of Northern Edge in the INDOPACOM AOR. Additionally, she served 
as 3d Marine Aircraft Wing Living Works Coordinator. In this role, LT Mauntel facilitated the 
training of advanced suicide prevention skills to over 14,000 Marines and Sailors. 
 
Currently, LT Mauntel is assigned to CNRH CREDO as the Deputy Director. In this role, she 
spearheads advanced training across all service branches for marriage enrichment, suicide 
prevention, unit readiness, and resiliency in Navy Region Hawaii. Additionally, she manages a 
budget of over $300,000, assists with management of contracts for  CREDO Hawaii and serves 
as the Division Officer. 
 
Ejcrnckp"OcwpvgnҲu"cyctfu"kpenwfg"vjg"Pcx{"cpf"Octkpg"Eqtru"Eqoogpfcvkqp"Ogfcn"*iqnf"uvct"
in lieu of second award), Navy and Maine Corps Achievement Medal (gold star in lieu of second 
award), and various other unit and service medals and ribbons. 
 
 
Deborah Nyquist 
Boozhoo, my name is Deb Nyquist, and I am a proud descendant of the Fond du Lac Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa and Finnish immigrants. My Elders taught me to strive for justice and 
vq"ҵugtxg"vjg"rgqrng0Ҷ" 
 
I have lived, played and raised my children, along ykvj"o{"jwudcpf"qh"55"{gctu."qp"FgpcҲkpc"
gÏpgpc"*FgpcҲkpc"ncpf+"kp"Mgpck"hqt"52"{gctu0 We have been longtime members of Christ 
Lutheran Church in Soldotna.  
 
The mission of my business Thrive Consulting is collaborating to create thriving communities. I  
believe in the resilience of all my relatives, human and non-human, and culturally grounded 
decision-making.  
 
K"co"cp"kpcwiwtcn"rctvkekrcpv"kp"vjg"GNECҲu"Vjgqnqikecn Education for Indigenous Leaders (TEIL) 
program, in partnership with Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary (PLTS), providing ministry 
and biblical studies facilitated by  Wisdom Keepers in an Indigenous way of learning. I have a 
rich volunteer life and am an Alaska Blanket Exercise facilitator.  
 
I am dedicated to education, mentorship, witnessing, and nurturing all my relatives. My best-
nqxgf"tqng"ku"ҵMqmqҶ (nokoomis/grandmother) to our creative explorer Babaamaadizi.   
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Tara Orley 
Tara was a member of the first parish nurse (faith community nurse) course in Alaska in 2002. 
She serves at Amazing Grace Lutheran in Anchorage with a health ministry team that supports 
members in some of their most difficult health journeys and finds grea t joy in discovering ways 
vq"gpeqwtcig"IqfҲu"rgqrng"vq"hkpf"vjgkt"dguv"rquukdng"yjqng"rgtuqp"jgcnvj0" 
 
In her spare time, she loves visiting her grandkiddos in Norway. 
 
 
Rev. Tari Stage-Harvey 
Tari Stage-Harvey is pastor at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Juneau. She is a 
Hunger Advocacy Leader for the Alaska Synod and has worked with a wide range of food 
ministries including the food pantry, summer lunch for youth, and a community foo d truck.  
 
Tari worked with an ecumenical group to develop a Family Promise affiliate to walk with 
families experiencing homelessness.  
 
She recently returned from sabbatical in New Zealand so may look a little dazed and tan. 
 
 
Rev. Sandy VanZyl 
Sandy Van Zyl has been Lead Pastor at Amazing Grace Lutheran Church in Anchorage since 
August 2018. She served several Lutheran congregations in Montana during her 26 years of 
ministry there, as well as working as a hospice chaplain.  
 
The Faith Community Nursing program and vibrant Healing & Wholeness ministry are some of 
the things that drew her to serve at Amazing Grace.  
 
Recognizing that wholeness comes in all kinds of ways, Sandy is also passionate about going to 
see live music, watching San Francisco Giants baseball, and Vietnamese food. 
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2026 ALASKA SYNOD ASSEMBLY: Letter from the Presiding Bishop  
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2026 ALASKA SYNOD ASSEMBLY: Alaska Synod Reports 
 
 

Synod BishopҲu"Tgrqtv to the 2026 Alaska Synod Assembly 
 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 

Dghqtg"K"igv"kpvq"vjg"fgvcknu"vjcv"ocmg"wr"oquv"qh"vjg"dkujqrҲu"tgrqtv."K"ycpv"vq"
acknowledge something: We gather for this Synod Assembly in a time that feels heavy. Some 
people would even say hopeless. The war in Iran, deepening political tensions here in the United 
States, economic anxieties, the struggles we face in Alaska (in education, health care, and other 
areas), and the realities of climate change press upon our hearts and minds. These are days of 
real worries and legitimate fears. These are days yjgp"jwocp"ukijv"fqgupҲv"ugg"owej"qh"c"yc{"
forward. 

And yet our faith makes a difference in every circumstance, perhaps most of all when 
things seem more dangerous, more difficult, or even hopeless from a human perspective. Faith 
gives us a perspective that reaches beyond what is immediately visible. By faith we can see God 
cv"yqtm"gxgp"cokf"etkuku="d{"hckvj"yg"vtwuv"IqfҲu"rtqokugu"dgecwug"vjg{"ctg"yjcv"wnvkocvgn{"
shape the arc of history and of our lives. 

Scripture reminds us of those promises. Revelation 21:1ҭ5 holds before us a vision of 
IqfҲu"hkpcn"tgpgycn<"ҵVjgp"K"ucy"c"pgy"jgcxgp"cpf"c"pgy"gctvj="hqt"vjg"hktuv"jgcxgp"cpf"vjg"hktuv"
earth had passed away... See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they 
will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them as their God... He who was seated on the 
vjtqpg"uckf."ұUgg."K"co"ocmkpi"cnn"vjkpiu"pgy0ҲҶ"Cpf"Kuckcj"47<8ҭ9 gives voice to the day when 
mourning and shame are swallowed up, and decvj"ku"fghgcvgf<"ҵQp"vjku"oqwpvckp"vjg"Nqtf"qh"
hosts will make for all peoples a feast... he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast 
over all peoples... he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears 
from all facgu000"cpf"vjg"Nqtf"Iqf"yknn"ujqy"jku"inqt{0Ҷ 

These passages do not ask us to ignore the real suffering around us. They call us to hold 
qwt"itkgh"cpf"hgct"kp"vjg"nkijv"qh"IqfҲu"rtqokugf"hwvwtg0"Vjg"xkukqp"qh"c"pgy"jgcxgp"cpf"c"pgy"
earth, and the promise that God will wipe away every tear, shape how we live now. Because we 
know how the story ultimately ends, we can resist despair, speak truth, act for justice, and live 
compassionately even when the present is painful. 

Even as the Church appears to be in decline in parts of the Western world, God is still at 
work. God is breaking into our world, surprising us, forming community, comforting the grieving, 
and calling people to witness and service. Our calling remains the same: to be faithful, to 
eqpvkpwg"vq"yqtujkr."vq"ugtxg"qwt"pgkijdqtu."cpf"vq"dnguu"vjg"yqtnf"kp"LguwuҲ"pcog0 

I think we understand this call in the Alaska Synod. We Alaskan Lutherans know we are 
few in number. We realize that we lack extensive resources. We admit that we do not have a lot 
of power. Nevertheless, we do have what God has given us: faith, hope, and love. 

I give thanks for you and for your ministry across the Alaska Synod. These ministries 
godqf{"hckvjhwnpguu0"Kp"vjg"fc{u"qh"vjku"Cuugodn{."oc{"yg"dg"uvtgpivjgpgf"d{"IqfҲu"rtqokugu."
clear about our vocation, and courageous in our service so that, together, we bear witness to 
what God is already creating among us. And may we leave this Assembly empowered and 
gpeqwtcigf"vq"eqpvkpwg"vq"yqtm"ykvj"Iqf"vq"ocmg"vjku"yqtnf"nqqm"c"nkvvng"oqtg"nkmg"IqfҲu"
kingdom. 
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The details:  

Contacts with Congregations  

Spending time and working with members of the Alaska Synod is my most important 
responsibility. Since I took office in July 2024, I have visited all of the congregations and Synod 
Authorized Worshipping Communities in the Alaska Synod except for Teller Lutheran Church. 
 
Notable celebrations I was able to attend: 
100th Anniversary of the congregation at First Lutheran in Ketchikan 
25th Cppkxgtuct{"qh"vjg"eqpitgicvkqpҲu"dwknfkpi"cv"Kuncpf"qh"Hckvj"kp"Ytcpignn 
30th Cppkxgtuct{"qh"vjg"eqpitgicvkqpҲu"xqnwpvggt"okpkuvt{"cv"Ukvmc"Nwvjgtcp"Ejwtej 
50th Anniversary of the congregation at Lord of Life Lutheran Church, North Pole 
 
Other contacts:  

¶ Resurrection Lutheran Church, Juneau:  I served as the interim pastor from March 2025 
until May 2026. I met with the congregation council regularly over Zoom and was in 
eqpvcev"vq"uwrrqtv"vjg"eqpitgicvkqpҲu"ngcfgtujkr"cu"pggfgf0"K"cvvgpfgf"c"rtgvtkcn"jgctkpi"
in November 2025. I also met with the Council President and another council member on 
February 9, 2026, and toured the food pantry.  

¶ Trinity Lutheran Church, Palmer:  Installed the Rev. Kaila Armbruster as pastor on 
November 22, 2025. 

¶ First Lutheran Church, Ketchikan:  Installed Rev. Brenda Fresli as pastor on February 1, 
2026. 

¶ Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Wasilla: Installed Rev. Joseph Doegan as pastor on 
Hgdtwct{"9."42480"Rcuvqt"FqgicpҲu"urqwug."Rckig"Fqgicp."ku"c"fgceqp"ecpfkfcvg0"Vjg{"
are also new parents. Bennet Oakley Doegan was born on March 3, 2026. 

¶ Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Juneau: Preached and presided on February 8. 
After worship I gave a presentation about Alaska Synod happenings. I met with Synod 
Authorized Ministers and other leaders on February 9. 

¶ Christ Lutheran Church, Soldotna:  Visited on February 22 to thank them for supporting 
the Arriaga family, and attended a vigil for the Arriaga family on March 1. 

¶ Fairbanks Lutheran Church: Rtgcejgf"qp"Octej":"cpf"icxg"c"rtgugpvcvkqp"qp"ҵLguwuҲ"
Vjktf"Yc{"qh"Uvgyctfujkr0Ҷ 

¶ Sitka Lutheran Church: Preached at the Ash Wednesday service on February 18. The 
Ministry Evaluation Team also met with me on February 19 to walk through the 
evaluation process. 

¶ St. Mark, Anchorage:  Met with the council to discuss the call process in February. I also 
worshiped with St. Mark on Good Friday. 

¶ Christ Lutheran Church, Fairbanks: A new pastor has been called, the Rev. Tonya Eza. 

¶ Alaska Native Lutheran Church, Anchorage:  I worshipped with ANLC on February 15 and 
met with the council to update them on the call process. Pastor Bill Maury -Holmes 
ended his time as interim at ANLC on April 12. I will preach at ANLC on April 26. 

¶ Petersburg Lutheran Church:  I preached at Petersburg Lutheran Church on November 
10, 2026. Interims are arranged through September 2026.  
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¶ Table of Grace, Bethel: Distributed disaster relief items purchased with donated funds 
for those displaced by Typhoon Halong and led Sunday morning worship on November 
3, 2025. 

¶ Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, Anchorage: Worshiped with Christ Our Savior 
Lutheran Church in Anchorage on January 4 and had some informal discussions with 
leaders. 

¶ Qwt"UcxkqtҲu"Nwvjgtcp"Ejwtej."Pqog< I met with and discussed ministry and strategic 
ministry reports with Pastor Amanda Van Vliet -Snyder while in Nome on my way to 
Shishmaref in January 2026 and in April 2026. 

¶ Shishmaref Lutheran Church:  I preached and presided at Shishmaref Lutheran Church 
on January 11, 2026. K"qhhkekcvgf"cv"Ognxkp"QncppcҲu"hwpgtcn"qp"Lcpwct{"350"K"ogv"ykvj"vjg"
President and council to work on the strategic congregation report and covenant for 
ELCA grant in January 2026.  

¶ Central Lutheran Church, Anchorage: I worshiped with Central Lutheran Church on 
January 18 and attended their annual meeting. I thanked them for mission support and 
for hosting the 2026 Alaska Synod Assembly. I also worshiped with Central Lutheran 
Church and Alaska Native Lutheran Church on Holy Thursday. 

¶ Kingigin Lutheran Church:  I visited November 29 ҭ December 3, 2025, and led a worship 
service at which 12 young people were baptized. I had a meaningful conversation about 
the future of ministry in Wales with about 45 members of the community. I also met with 
President Joanne Keyes to work on the strategic congregation report and covenant for 
the ELCA grant in January. 

¶ Brevig Memorial and Teller Lutheran Churches:  Spoke with Pastor Brian Crockett 
regarding strategic congregation reports and covenants for ELCA grants. 

¶ Brevig Memorial Lutheran Church : Attended the Seward Peninsula Lutheran Ministries 
(SPLM) Spring Conference, April 8-12, and preached on Sunday, April 12. I met with 
SPLM members on Saturday to discuss SPLM concerns. 

¶ Delta Presbyterian Faith Lutheran Church, Delta Junction : Led a training for worship 
leaders on Holy Saturday and preached on Easter Sunday. 

¶ General: Attended text study in Anchorage on January 6 and 20, 2026 to connect with 
area pastors. Delivered the invocation at the Alaska House of Representatives on 
February 9. Visited Pastor Rich Mauer at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital on March 8.  

Resurrection Lutheran Church, Juneau, Court Case 
The Alaska Superior Court decided the court case which involved Resurrection Lutheran Church, 
Lwpgcw0"Vjg"eqwtv"chhktogf"vjg"Cncumc"U{pqf"EqwpeknҲu"cflwfkecvkqp"kp"yjkej"vjg"U{pqf"Eqwpekn"
determined that the officers elected at the March 2024 meeting of th e Resurrection Lutheran 
Ejwtej"Eqwpekn"ygtg"kpfggf"vjg"ngikvkocvg"qhhkegtu"cpf"vjcv"Mctgp"RgtmkpuҲ"ecnn"cv"Tguwttgevkqp"
Lutheran Church had ended on June 30, 2024 because the congregation had voted to end her 
call at a congregation meeting on June 9, 2024. Karen Lawfer, Brad Perkins, and Karen Perkins 
appealed this decision to the Alaska Supreme Court. The Supreme Court will make a ruling in 
six or seven months. A new interim pastor will begin serving Resurrection Lutheran Church on 
May 1. The congregation is hopeful about the future and is celebrating 100 years of ministry 
this year. 
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Mobility and the Call Process  

One of the main responsibilities of the bishop is to help congregations find new pastors. This 
part of the report gives an update about that work.  

¶ Interim/Transition Pastors:  St. Mark (Anchorage), Christ Lutheran (Fairbanks), 
Petersburg Lutheran (Petersburg). 

¶ Ministry Site Profiles Active:  St. Mark (Anchorage), Alaska Native (Anchorage). 
¶ St. Mark, Anchorage: Awaiting candidates.  

¶ Christ Lutheran Church, Fairbanks: A new pastor has been called. 
¶ Alaska Native Lutheran Church, Anchorage:  Awaiting candidates.  

¶ Petersburg Lutheran Church:  Working on Ministry Site Profile; interims arranged through 
September 2026. 

¶ Resurrection Lutheran Church, Juneau:  Pastor Mark Holman will begin serving as the 
interim pastor on May 1, 2026. 

Alaska Synod Members Engaged in Theological Education  

¶ Wartburg Theological Seminary:  Two candidates from the Alaska Synod have been 
accepted. Entrance Interviews with the AK Synod Candidacy Committee will be arranged 
when Entrance Essays are completed. 

¶ Theological Education for Indigenous Leaders (TEIL):  This is a theological education 
initiative of the ELCA specifically for Native American and Native Alaskan leaders. The 
first TEIL class will graduate this spring. Two of the members of this class, Deborah 
Nyquist and Shannon Klescewski are from the Alaska Synod. 

Meetings  

In order to help the Alaska Synod and the congregations that make up the synod connect with 
one another and with resources, I attend many meetings. 

¶ Tgikqp"3"DkujqruҲ"Oggvkpi< Weekly (Zoom). 
¶ Region 1 Mobility Meeting (regarding pastors seeking calls):  Monthly (Zoom).  

¶ Cncumc"U{pqf"Tquvgtgf"NgcfgtuҲ"Jwffng< Monthly (Zoom).  
¶ PLUME (Presbyterians, Lutherans, United Methodists, and Episcopalians) Meeting:  

Monthly (Zoom). This is a meeting of the judicatory leaders to help the denominations 
work better together. One recent result was the Open Letter that the four judiciary 
leaders signed after the Arriaga family was deported. 

¶ Directors for Evangelical Mission Meeting (Churchwide):  Monthly (Zoom).  
¶ Directors for Evangelical Mission Training:  Weekly (Zoom). I am still learning about 

many of the resources and reporting requirements. 

¶ Region 1 Directors for Evangelical Mission Meeting:  Monthly (Zoom). The DEMs from 
the six synods of Region 1 meet monthly for mutual support and to identify areas where 
we can work together. 

¶ AK Synod Bishop and Vice President meet monthly with Eastern North Dakota bishop 
and vice president . 
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¶ Byberg Preaching Conference: January 26-28, provided continuing education and 
networking opportunities.  

¶ Christians for Equality (Anchorage interfaith group):  In-person on the first Wednesday 
of the month. I attend when I am in Anchorage. I last attended on February 4, 2026. 

¶ Theological and Ethical Concerns Committee of the Conference of Bishops:  about six 
Zoom meetings a year. 

¶ Meetings with Seminary Leaders:  Seven Zoom meetings and/or phone calls, and further 
meetings to help seminaries and synods work together better.  

¶ Fresh Expressions Gathering: Ocala, FL, February 25-28. This opportunity came about 
because of my DEM responsibilities. I learned about some creative ways church leaders 
are connecting with people who might never come to a Sunday morning worship service. 
I also had the opportunity to  speak about how I learned some of the values that are 
important in Fresh Expressions (welcome, hospitality, humility) from the Inupiaq people 
of the Seward Peninsula during my time in Shishmaref. 

¶ Conference of Bishops Meeting:  In-person in Chicago, March 3-7. 

Director for Evangelical Mission  

I assumed the duties of the Director for Evangelical Mission on June 1, 2025. So far, it has been 
helpful to add this lens to my work as bishop.  

¶ Strategic Ministries:  Submitted annual reports and grant covenants for all six SPLM 
congregations, ensuring timely processing for new grants as the fiscal year began on 
February 1. 

¶ Ministry Site Review:  Conducted a review for Shishmaref Lutheran Church with Rev. 
Miguel Gomez-Acosta (Senior Director for New Starts and Evangelism with Churchwide), 
traveled to Shishmaref with me after the Spring Conference in Brevig Mission.  

¶ Mission Opportunities:  Discussed mission opportunities in the Alaska Synod with 
former DEM, Pastor Lisa Smith Fiegle. 

¶ Grant Eligibility:  Good news from the DEM Meeting at Churchwide (November 3-6, 
2025): Strategic ministry grants are no longer tied to the presence of a rostered leader, 
allowing congregations without a pastor to still receive grants.  

¶ Stewardship:  I preached at Fairbanks Lutheran Church as they began another capital 
ecorckip"vq"rc{"fqyp"vjgkt"oqtvicig"fgdv0"K"cnuq"icxg"c"rtgugpvcvkqp"qp"ҵLguwuҲ"Vjktf"
Yc{"qh"UvgyctfujkrҶ"chvgt"vjg"yqtujkr"ugtxkeg0 
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Report on the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, July 26-August 6. 2025  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) gathered for its 2025 Churchwide 
Cuugodn{"kp"Rjqgpkz."Ctk|qpc."wpfgt"vjg"vjgog"ҵHqt"vjg"Nkhg"qh"vjg"Yqtnf0Ҷ"Cokf"xkdtcpv"
worship, spirited debate, and powerful storytelling, voting members from across the c hurch 
came together to elect new leaders and to act on matters shaping the future of the ELCA. 

The Rev. Yehiel Curry, currently serving as the bishop of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, 
ycu"gngevgf"Rtgukfkpi"Dkujqr."dgeqokpi"vjg"hktuv"Chtkecp"Cogtkecp"vq"jqnf"vjg"fgpqokpcvkqpҲu"
highest office. Known for his deep commitment to community engagement and  the ministry of 
cnn"vjg"dcrvk|gf."Dkujqr"Ewtt{Ҳu"gngevkqp"ukipcnu"c"dqnf"cpf"jqrghwn"xkukqp"hqt"vjg"ejwtej0"Dkujqr"
Curry noted, ҵK"vjkpm"vjgtgҲu"vjku"wpkswg"qrrqtvwpkv{"ctqwpf"nc{"gswkrrkpi"cpf"nc{"gfwecvkqp0"Vjg"
ethos and the structures of many of our copitgicvkqpu"ctg"ejcpikpi0"Kp"uqog"ecugu."vjg{Ҳxg"
gone from full -time pastors to part -time pastors; we have leaders who are serving two- and 
three-point congregations. Our lay leaders are being asked to do more. And in many cases, 
vjg{Ҳtg"uc{kpi."ұ[gu."K"ycnt the educationҮcu"nqpi"cu"{qwҲtg"pqv"vt{kpi"vq"uvggt"og"cpf"vgnn"og"K"
need to be a pastor or a deacon. Tell me how to be a better leader in my community, in my 
eqpvgzv0ҲҶ 

Also elected was the Rev. CeeCee Mills, who currently serves as an Associate to the 
Bishop in the North Carolina Synod, as Secretary of the ELCA. She will help the church navigate 
changes in governing documents that will be needed as the church adapts to a changing world. 
She brings years of experience in leadership development, racial justice, and lay ministry 
formation.  

Voting members also elected leaders to the Church Council and a variety of committees. 
Several leaders from the Alaska Synod were elected: Pastor Susan Halvor to the Nominating 
Committee, Deborah Nyquist to the Church Council, and John Christensen to the Committee on 
Discipline. 

The Churchwide Assembly acted on several memorials, including two significant resolutions 
brought forward by the Alaska Synod and other synods: 

¶ A memorial on Indian Boarding Schools was overwhelmingly passed, calling on the 
ELCA to deepen its commitment to truth -telling, healing, and reparative justice with 
Indigenous communities.  

¶ A memorial on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) was also adopted, 
urging the ELCA to advocate for stronger protections, visibility, and justice for 
Indigenous women and girls. 

Thank you to Deb Nyquist and Shannon Klescewski for their leadership on these memorials at 
the Alaska Synod Assembly in April. 

After several years of churchwide discernment, the Assembly approved a new social 
statement titled Faith and Public Life: Our Responsibility for the Common Good. This 
eqortgjgpukxg"fqewogpv"chhktou"vjg"ejwtejҲu"tqng"kp"rwdnke"fkueqwtug."itqwpfgf"kp"vjg"iqurgn"
and shaped by Lutheran commitments to neighbor love, justice, and civic responsibility.  
Significant action was taken in response to recommendations from the Commission for a 
Tgpgygf"Nwvjgtcp"Ejwtej"*ETNE+0"Vjgug"kpenwfgf"eqookvogpvu"vq"fggrgp"vjg"ejwtejҲu"FGK"
(Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) work at all levels and to begin a multi-phase process to 
examine the possibility of restructuring synods in order to increase sustainability, 
representation, and adaptability. These steps mark an intentional move toward a more inclusive 
and mission-oriented church structure.  

Voting members formally received the 2024 LutheranҭOrthodox Common Statement on 
the Filioque, following a unanimous recommendation from the Ecumenical & Inter -Religious 
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Committee of the Conference of Bishops and the Church Council. After approving the resolution 
(by a vote of 748ҭ15), the Assembly recited the NiceneҭConstantinople Creed omitting the 
Filioque clause ("and the Son")Үthe first time the ELCA has done so in its official worship at an 
Assembly. The Filioque *ҵcpf"vjg"UqpҶ+"ycu"cffgf"vq"vjg"Pkegpg"Etggf"d{"vjg"Yguvgtp"*Ncvkp+"
Church centuries ago, contributing to the Great Schism of 1054. The Orthodox tradition has 
historically objected to its inclusion, emphasiz ing that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father 
cnqpg"*ykvj"vjg"Qtvjqfqz"pwcpeg"qh"ҵvjtqwij"vjg"UqpҶ+0"Qokvvkpi"vjg"Filioque in reciting the 
Creed represents a gesture of theological healing, aligning more closely with the original 
ecumenical text of the Creed and nurturing deeper reconciliation between Eastern and Western 
traditions.  

Daily worship was a highlight of the Assembly, drawing participants into deep reflection 
and celebration. Almost 1,000 Lutherans singing together is very uplifting. In her final sermon at 
a Churchwide Assembly as Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton delivered a sermon on the theme 
qh"vjg"gwejctkuv"cu"cp"cev"qh"tgukuvcpeg"kp"c"vkog"qh"kpetgcukpi"fkxkukqp."fgenctkpi"vjcv"ҵvjg"yqtnf"
ycpvu"vq"fkxkfg"wu."dwv"vjg"gwejctkuv"dtkpiu"wu"vqigvjgtҿ"kp"vjg"gwejctkuv."yg"ctg"ұtg-ogodgtgf.Ҳ"
and in God, nothing is louv0Ҷ 
 

Gratitude 
 

I continue to be very grateful to be able to serve as the bishop of the Alaska Synod. 
ҵI thank my God for you every time I think of you; and every time I pray for you all, I pray with joy 
because of the way in which you have helped me in the work of the gospel from the very first 
fc{"wpvkn"pqyҶ"*Rjknkrrkcpu"3<5+0 
 
 
Peace, 
Tim 
 
Tim Oslovich (he/him)  
Bishop, Alaska Synod, ELCA 
Fgpc)kpcs"gÏpgp)cs)"ijgujvpw"ej)s)w"{gujfw0"(Dena'ina) 
K"nkxg"qp"FgpcҲkpc"ncpf 
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2026 ALASKA SYNOD ASSEMBLY: VtgcuwtgtҲu Report 
 

Alaska Synod Narrative Spending Plan, 2027 

 

For fiscal year 2027, we as the Alaska Synod will live our mission by using financial resources 

in four areas: developing disciples ; partnering for mission ; supporting ministries ; and 

connecting and organizing. The figures below are our projections, based on statements of 

intent from congregationsҮthank you! [qwҲnn"also ugg"ҵStory MqogpvuҶ"vjcv"ikxg"gzcorngu"qh"

how resources in these categories jcxg"dggp"cpf"ctg"dgkpi"wugf"hqt"IqfҲu"work in the world. 

We do this work together because of the support you give through your congregations. Thank 

you for making this ministry we share  possible. 

 

Supporting Ministries    $146,438                 34% of spending plan 

Together as the Alaska Synod, we work with congregations as they call pastors and deacons to 

serve. Congregations get help with governance, conflict resolution, stewardship, vision, and 

mission planning through synod leadership and referral to resources. Synod Authorized 

Worshipping Communities receive support as they reach new and/or historically marginalized 

communities. Leaders with ideas for new ministries are supported and mentored. 

Congregations are supported in collaborations.  

Story moment : The Rev. Zachary Tey Hughes 

Manzella was ordained and installed as the pastor 

at Central Lutheran Church in Anchorage on 

October 12, 2025. It was a joyful day for Central 

Lutheran and the Alaska Synod. Pastor Zach went 

through the candidacy process in the Alaska Synod. 

He has been a member of the Alaska Synod and 

served as the Synod Attorney for many years. He 

attended Wartburg Lutheran Seminary and did his 

internship at Central Lutheran Church in Anchorage 

and Table of Grace in Bethel, AK. 

 

 

  



31  
 
 
 

  
Partnering for Mission   $173,644  41% of spending plan 

Vqigvjgt"cu"vjg"Cncumc"U{pqf."yg"rctvpgt"ykvj"qvjgt"okpkuvtkgu"cpf"qticpk|cvkqpu"vq"fq"IqfҲu"

work in the world. We support the work of new synod ministries, Seward Peninsula Lutheran 

Ministry congregations , and offer First Fruit grants to ministry partners across Alaska. We share 

mission support with ELCA churchwide so that together we make a greater impact on hunger, 

leadership development, and global outreach. We collaborate with other ELCA leaders, Lutheran 

ministries, ecumenical and interfaith partners.   

Story moment : In the fall of 2025, Typhoon Halong forced the evacuation 

of more than 1,600 people from the Yukon-Kuskoquim Delta. Many people 

lost almost all their belongings. The Southwestern Texas Synod, the North 

Carolina Synod, and the Florida-Bahamas Synod, along with congregations 

of the Alaska Synod, donated thousands of dollars to replace lost clothing, 

bedding, and other necessities. Members of Table of Grace Lutheran 

Church, a Synod Authorized Worshiping Community in Bethel, helped 

distribute the supplies and connect the Alaska Synod with people who 

needed help. Supplies were shipped to the village of Kipnuk and to Bethel. 

 

 

Connecting and Organizing   $85,494                20% of spending plan 

Together as the Alaska Synod, we network and connect with followers of Jesus across the 

synod, ELCA Region 1 and ELCA churchwide. We help people find others doing similar work for 

vjg"ucmg"qh"IqfҲu"okuukqp0"Yg"ockpvckp"u{pqf"eqoowpkecvkqp"ejcppgnu"vq"mggr"wu"eqppgevgf"

and informed. The Synod office provides a physical location for administrative work and  to 

house synod documentation.  

Story moment : Youth ministry is alive across the 

Synod, despite vast geographic distances. In June 

2025, around 30 youth and several adult leaders 

from across the state attended the Alaska Synod 

Youth Gathering in Fairbanks. They traveled from 

as far away as Ketchikan, and most caravaned 

from Anchorage to Fairbanks. Youth participated in 

an accompaniment day where they partnered in 

hands-on service with local agencies, hiked, swam, 

and participated in a worship service at which Penelope Bergh was baptized. Youth brought 

water from around the synod ҭ from Ketchikan to Fairbanks ҭ to fill the baptismal font .  
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Developing Disciples    $21,290  5% of spending plan 

Vqigvjgt"cu"vjg"Cncumc"U{pqf."yg"kfgpvkh{"cpf"uwrrqtv"tquvgtgf"ngcfgtu"hqt"IqfҲu"ejwtej"

through the candidacy process. We also provide training and resourcing for current leaders, as 

well as scholarships and seminary tuition reimbursement. Lay leaders grow  in faith and 

leadership through Synod Authorized Minister training, synod evangelism and discipleship 

workshops, and other resources. The Synod coaching ministry comes alongside leaders 

working on the next steps. 

Story moment :  Sadie Blancafor studied at Luther Seminary to meet 

the qualifications to become a Synod Authorized Minister in the Alaska 

Synod. She is a member of Epiphany Episcopal Lutheran Church in 

Valdez. When Pastor Nick Schoob is away, she leads worship. She 

also serves the congregation and community in many other ways. 
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2026 ALASKA SYNOD ASSEMBLY: Nominating Committee Report  
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2026 ALASKA SYNOD ASSEMBLY: Ministry Partner Reports  
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            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

  Alask Synod Youth Trip  
             July 6 ҭ 10, 2026 
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AK Child & Family 
2026 Alaska Synod Assembly Report 

 
 
Thanks be to God for our connection to the Alaska Synod of the ELCA! We could not do this 
work without your generosity and support and are so grateful for all who uphold and sustain our 
mission. Thank you for being our partners in ministry! Your contributi ons make you a part of the 
great cloud of witnesses here at AK Child & Family. 
 
Thank you for all the ways you faithfully share in our ministry! We could not do this work without 
you! Thanks to all who pray for our students, for the Synod, congregations and individuals who 
financially support our Spiritual Life ministry, and for Barb Belluomini, Pam Birch and Sister 
Amanda Lindquist who serve as members of our board of directors to ensure your Lutheran voice 
is upheld.  
 
Last Alaska Flag Day we were blessed to have our very own Music & Special Ministries 
Eqqtfkpcvqt"Ejtku"Jcym"cu"ҵvjg"Dcpf#Ҷ"Rngcug"lqkp"wu"cu"cnyc{u."Lwn{";th from 5:30-8:30pm for 
vjku"{gctҲu"egngdtcvkqp"cv"vjg"dktvjrnceg"qh"CncumcҲu"Hnci"ҭ our Jesse Lee Campus ҭ 4600 Abbott 
Road Anchorage. 
 
Last fall, Pr. Zach Cupery joined our Spiritual Life Team as our Spiritual Life Minister. Amongst 
cnn"jku"qvjgt"fwvkgu."jg"jcu"dgiwp"c"pgy"itqwr"hqt"qwt"uvwfgpvu"ecnngf"ҵUrktkvwcn"Yqpfgt.Ҷ"that 
allows space for finding  wonder beyond ourselves. Each week includes a physical or creative 
activityҮwhether shaping clay, drawing, or simple games. In and through all of these activitiesҲ"
success is defined as students leaving with a deeper sense of wonder, and love. 
 
In our Community Programs we continue to work with the National Center for Innovation & 
Excellence to adapt and deliver the evidence-based CARES (Coordination Advocacy Resources 
Education Support) program which continues to increase its census in our agency.  
 
We also are continually recruiting for our Therapeutic Foster Homes so we can work to serve 
this growing need in our Alaskans communities. We know that some of our best Therapeutic 
Foster Parents come from our faith partners. Because it is a calling not a job.  Go to our website 
at akchild.org or call 792-4111 for more info if your heart is curious.  
 
Lastly, on March 26, 2026 we renamed and dedicated our Daybreak Building to be the Matsutani 
Eqoowpkv{"Egpvgt"kp"jqpqt"qh"Ft"Qucow"OcvuwvcpkҲu"6"fgecfgu"cu"qwt"Ogfkecn"Fktgevqt"cpf"cnn"
the other ways he has blessed the wider community beyond our walls.  
 
YgҲtg"uq"itcvghwn"hqt"CM"Ejknf"("Hcokn{Ҳu"eqppgevkqp"vq"vjg"Cncumc"U{pqf"qh"vjg"GNEC0"Yg"nqqm"
forward to another fruitful year of mission together, providing healing and hope to young Alaskan 
lives.  
 
 
In Gratitude & Service, 
 

Anne Dennis-Choi     Kelli Williams  
President & CEO     Director of Spiritual Lif e 
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