
From Bishop Wickstrom 
 
 
The early church developed a calendar for the year that told the story of Jesus 
Christ.  We call it a liturgical year that teaches the life and ministry of Christ through 
color, specific scripture readings, and worship practices.  
 
We spent the four weeks of the Season of Advent preparing for Christ’s return in the 
fullness of time.  The Season of Christmas is 12 days long, Christmas Day through 
January 6 which is the Day of the Epiphany.  This day is the day we remember the 
wise men who brought the infant king their gifts.  The Orthodox call this day 
Christmas.  The Latin church has a Three Kings Festival. The Christmas lights are 
then put away for The Season of Epiphany’s emphasis on Christ, the light of the 
world that begins January 7.  We’re on the cusp of that season. Lent, Holy Week, 
Easter, Pentecost and a whole season of Pentecost complete the liturgical year.  
 
The magi made the trek from afar to seek the newborn king.  These wise men were 
outsiders with no claim to ethnic heritage or religious tradition to justify their 
search.  In the Season of Epiphany, we are reminded that Jesus Christ came for the 
sake of this world that God loves.  Foreigners recognized in their wisdom that the 
heavens were announcing the birth of a new king.   
 
How have you planned to learn more about this wild world God loves?  How does 
the story of the foreigners stretch your faith in Christ and your following of Christ?   
 
This liturgical year we’re focusing on the Gospel according to Matthew.  This gospel 
was written for insiders (Jewish Christians) who were finding themselves outside 
what they’d known as beloved tradition.  Consider the differences of this gospel 
compared to the others.  These differences, Matthew’s emphasis are a resource for 
our faith journey now.  How are we insiders?  How are we outsiders?  Where is God 
leading us as people of faith in our own communities?   
 
It is annual meeting season for many of our congregations.  The Season of Epiphany 
gets less attention than it deserves because leaders are focused on governance 
issues and meetings this month.  Bring that focus to the season.  How might your 
congregation plan for the year ahead to make Christ known for the sake of the world 
in your neck of the woods?  What will it take to be different? The same? More….? 
Less….?  What gifts do you already have? What sacrifice or discipline can you 
undertake for the sake of this world God loves?   
 
May the Spirit guide our work and our play and our congregational planning in 
Christ Jesus. 
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