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On Our Behalf: Two ELCA Chaplains and 
The Alaska National Guard 
"For the past two months ELCA Chaplain, Lt 
Col Rick Cavens (retired) of the Alaska Air 
National Guard, and ELCA Chaplain, Lt Col 
Keith Muschinske, USAF, retired JBER Senior 
Installation Chaplain (and an "attorney in my 
prior life") have met with a number of state 
legislators regarding the legislative response to 
the recent National Guard scandal involving 
sexual and other abuses. The first week of this 
new Legislative Session has seen the 
introduction of a bill addressing those abuses 
and reducing the likelihood of their happening 
again." The rest of the article is found here. 
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ELCA resource asks members to reflect on nature and purpose of this church 
As the season of Lent approaches, a time for reflection and contemplation, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has introduced a new resource that 
invites members to reflect on how this church makes a difference in the world. 
"Claimed, Gathered, Sent - A Guide for Conversation," is a five-part resource developed 
by ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton and the ELCA Ecclesiology of a Global 
Church Task Force. According to the resource introduction the goal is to "invite reflection, 
conversation and discernment about what being the church means today" and "strengthen 
the mission and ministry of congregations and the ELCA as a whole by going back to our 
spiritual roots."Claimed, Gathered, Sent - A Guide for Conversation" is available at 
www.ELCA.org/faith. See more at http://www.elca.org/News-and-
Events/blogs/NewsBlog/73/. 

 

 

 

A Letter of Gratitude 
On behalf of the Steering Committee of the 2015 MLK Day Legal Clinic, Synod 

Parliamentarian and attorney Zach Manzella offers sincere thanks to the many ELCA pastors 
and congregations who supported the clinic and conveyed the message in their 
communities. On January 19, 2015 the MLK Day Legal Clinic provided legal services to 
Alaskans in Anchorage, Juneau, and Fairbanks through in-person clinics, and, for the first 
time, the clinic provided a call-in number so Alaskans statewide could reach a volunteer 
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attorney by phone.  (Alaska Public Media donated their phone bank for the clinic to 
use.)  In 2015 the clinic served 425 clients statewide; 150 volunteers gave 450 hours of 
their time and talents, which the Alaska Bar Association calculates as $61,000 in donated 
legal services. To all who rendered support and assistance, Thank You. 

 

 

Food Ministry Survey for Synod Assembly 
This year's Synod Assembly (April 24th-26th, Good Shepherd, Wasilla) will focus on 
hunger in Alaska. The Hunger Task Force would like your help understanding how hunger 
affects your community and what Food Ministries you may have. 
Would you please complete this simple survey by February 17th? 
http://www.elcaalaska.net/food-ministry-survey.html. Your time and help are appreciated. 

 

 

 

Picture This: Your congregation in mission  
DEM Lisa Smith Fiegel 

We want your photos! The Alaska Synod Mission Table is collecting 

photos of Alaska Synod congregations in mission for a fantastic display at 

synod assembly. We want pictures of your church in mission in God's world - helping neighbors, 

working at food distribution sites, collaborating with others to make the world more just - whatever 

you are doing in this world for Christ's sake. Maximum of 5 photos with at least 1 showing your 

congregation addressing hunger. Send those pictures as an email attachment to 

elcaalaska@gmail.com or drop them by the synod office. Please submit by Friday, April 17. 
 

 

 

Synod Assembly Elections 
Ms. Twyla Mundy, Chair, Alaska Synod Nomination Committee 
Who me? Serve on Synod Council? Go to the ELCA Churchwide Assembly as a voting 
member? No I don't think so. I'm sure there are others more qualified than I! Where would 
I find the time? I don't like sitting in meetings. 
If you sometimes find yourself thinking these thoughts or responding this way, I don't think 
you are alone! As I look back on my journeys so far in life I am glad I did say yes even 
when I wasn't certain I was up to the challenge or the right person for the task. If you are 
feeling the nudge to serve an elected position for the Synod (and maybe fighting that 
nudge) please read more! 

 

 

 

 
AK Child and Family- Ways to Help 
After a big holiday push, some generous people 
still want to make a difference, no matter what 
the season. At AK Child and Family, there are 
supplies that we seek all year. We've made a printable Wish List to show what items we 
most often need. 
Also, remember, AK Child and Family is an Official Pick.Click.Give Organization. 

 

 

 

 
Super Synod Challenge Results 
Final Tally: Hawks- $19,204 Pats- $12,100. While the Seahawks 
and the Patriots were playing for football's ultimate prize, the New 
England and Northwest Washington Synods raised over $31,000 
for ELCA World Hunger! Thank you for your generosity. Super 
Job! 

 

 

 

Learning Event Evaluation/Survey 
For those of you that attended the Learning Event with Diana Butler Bass on January 30-
31, the Alaska UMC would like you to take a few moments to fill out an evaluation/survey. 
You can find the survey here.  The information will be sent to Diana Butler Bass as well as 
kept to help plan future learning events. It is anonymous and they always appreciate your 
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feedback. 
 

HAPPENING SOON 

 

35th Anniversary Celebration for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Saturday, February 14, 6:00 p.m.  Good Shepherd, 501 E. Bogard Road, Wasilla 
Dinner/music/square dancing in Hanson Fellowship Hall. Dinner will be a plated served 
meal of either prime quality beef or chicken Cordon Bleu, with dessert included. 
Ticket donation: $25 per person or $50 for family of 2 or more. For tickets/reservations by 

February 10, call 907-376-2608 or email steele@mtaonline.net. This is a family event! 

Wear your slick-soled shoes for dancing! A flyer is found here. Please print and share 

with your community. 
 

 

 

Agape Fundraiser Dinner, Love INC of the Tanana Valley 
Friday February 20th, 6:00 - 9:00. Westmark Gold Room, Fairbanks 
Dinner, Dancing, and Stories of Love INC 
Love In the Name of Christ is having a Party and you're invited. Hear about what Love 
INC is doing in the Tanana Valley from our clients and partner agencies. Come for Dinner 
stay for Dancing.Tickets available online at www.Loveincfairbanks.org or at the Love INC 
office 452-3876. The First $10,000 raised at the Agape Dinner will be matched! Please 
consider supporting Love INC. 

 

 

 

2015 Walk for Warmth & 5th Anniversary 5K 
February 21st. First United Methodist Church. 725 West 9th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99501 

With support from individuals and teams, Walk for Warmth raises money to directly fund 
rent and utility assistance for Anchorage families when they need it most;the coldest 
months of winter. Community members, companies, schools and churches form teams 
and raise funds that are given to Lutheran Social Services who distribute the funds to 
families needing assistance. Last year, over 60 households received rent and utility 
assistance - with your support, we can help even more families. Set your team fundraising 
goal to $500 - can you hit your goal and help prevent family homelessness? 
For more info go to the event website - http://bit.ly/2015WalkforWarmth. Post this flyer and 

spread the word. See how Walk for Warmth helped this woman be reunited with her 
daughter in this video. 

 

 

 

Congregational Council Workshop for Knik and Southcentral Clusters 
ELCA congregational councils have oversight of the life and activities of the congregation. 
At this workshop, constitutional touchstones and missional resources for leadership will be 
presented. New and returning congregational council members are invited. 
February 28, 10am-1:30 (potluck lunch)  
at Amazing Grace Lutheran Church-10955 Elmore Road, Anchorage 
OR 
March 14, 9-11:30am 
Joy Lutheran Church 10111 E Eagle River Road, Eagle River 
Registration is mandatory and available here. 

 

 

 

 
Lutheran Staff Association 2015 Conference 
April 19-22, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. 
Join the 2015 Conference of Associated Lay Ministers (CALM) for a retreat balancing 
spirituality, education and fellowship. This year's keynote will address interacting safely 
and respectfully with some of the marginalized folks who often knock on our church 
doors. One Continuing Education Unit (CEU) will be offered.  
The Lutheran Staff Association is a network of lay office professionals whose members 
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serve in a variety of settings as well as in traditional houses of worship.  They're also 
volunteers, retired, telecommuters, and free-lancers. Some are youth and music ministers 
who really like the conferences, and all are welcome! Attendees bring their questions, 
ideas, and experience (and handcrafts), and leave with a renewed sense of call, more 
ideas and resources (and patterns), and lifelong spiritual friendships. Register 
at http://www.lutheranstaffnw.org/. 

 

  

 

Domestic Violence Help 
Click Here for contact information on crisis teams across Alaska and to find programs in your area 

that can help. 

Click Here for resources from the ELCA website for helping nurture families dealing with 

Domestic Violence. 
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